
We’re off to a good start in making our 50th 
Anniversary year one to remember.  As 
reported earlier, the Icebreaker was a 
resounding success and although the results of 
the Co-op Charting and Raft Out at Lake 
Russell at the end of March are not known at 
this writing, all indications are that it, too, will be 
successful. 
 
Commander Orem and I have just returned 
from the D26 Spring Conference in Florence 
which was hosted by the Swamp Fox 
Squadron.  It started off with an Arabian Nights 
reception that included belly dancing lessons 
for all who were interested followed by a full 
day of presentations, workshops, and 
seminars.  It was important to us to pay close 
attention to how the conference was organized 
as the Lake Hartwell Squadron is charged with 
sponsoring next year’s Spring Conference.   
 
We need to have full participation and support 
by all of our members to make sure we host a 
successful conference.  We are already looking 
for theme ideas.  March Madness and a night 
with the Greenville Drive comes readily to mind 
but we’re open to any and all suggestions. 
  
We also hope to have good participation in the 
events/activities scheduled for the balance of 
the year which include (check the squadron 
calendar on the website and future issues of 
the Pilot for exact dates and details): 
 
April – Cruise down the Cooper River to 
Charleston Harbor; conduct Co-op Charting on 
the Wando River; rendezvous with Charleston 
Squadron; and return up the Cooper River. 
 
May – Mary’s Day Cruise;  Safe Boating Week 
Activities; Lake Russell Cruise and Raftout over 
Memorial Day weekend. 
 
June – Fireworks raftout on Lake Hartwell 
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June/July – Cruise and Raftout on 
Potomac River and Annapolis, MD, area – 
highlight being observance of July 4th 
fireworks from the water. 
 
July – SeaRay’s Acquapaloosa on Lake 
Keowee followed by Raft Out  
 
August – Lake Murray Cruise/Wine and 
Cheese party 
 
September – Labor Day Raftout & Low Country Boil;  
Membership Meeting with Election of Officers and presentation by 
Corps of Engineers;  Tentative Cruise on Lake Wylie (or Lake 
Norman). 
 
October – Fall Color Cruise on Tennessee River;  Membership 
Meeting (Awards Night);  Cemetary Island Raftout on Halloween. 
 
November – Membership Meeting (Change of Watch) 
 
December – Christmas Party  
 
District 26 has a couple of events that should be of interest to all 
as well. District events are a great way to expand your network of 
boating acquaintances: 
 
June 12th – 14th:  Summer Conference, Cruise & Rendezvous 
hosted by Tybee Light Squadron – a cruise in conjunction with 
attending this conference is being planned by our Boating 
Activities Committee so be sure to look for details on this event as 
it draws nearer. 
 
October 2nd – 4th:  Fall Conference & Change of Watch hosted 
by Charleston Squadron.  A highlight will be dinner on the USS 
Yorktown. 
 
As you can see we have a full schedule that will provide you with 
many opportunities to get out and boat.  Your participation is 
essential to this being a memorable 50th Anniversary Year.  If 
there are any of these activities you would like to participate in but 
don’t know who, what, when, or where, send me an email and I’ll 
guide you or direct your inquiry to the proper person. 
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I have just returned from the District Spring Conference and my head is still spinning from all 
the information that was disseminated there. Unfortunately the only representatives from Lake 
Hartwell, in addition to myself, were Dee and Jim Wilkins. While I would have liked for our 
squadron to have made a bigger showing,  I understand that more and more our lives have 
become too hectic and overbooked so oftentimes we are forced to make choices about where we 
spend our time. Therefore, I am hoping my commentary will provide an adequate recounting of 
the conference proceedings for those of you who are interested in District affairs.  
 
If you have no idea what happens at a District Conference, let me tell you that the highlight of 
the weekend is always the entertainment and food. At most conferences I’ve attended over the 
years I normally  devise a clever plan to stay alert during the Saturday Conference/Council 
meetings. However, I was pleasantly surprised that this year deviated from the routine. Not only 
were the seminars and reports somewhat informative, there were two 30-minute sessions that I 
found to be off the usual path of tedious rhetoric and captivated my attention greatly.  
 
The first was a presentation by  R/C Horst Boettge on his recent guest voyage aboard the Eagle, 
the only operational commissioned sailing vessel in the U.S. maritime services.  As a young man, 
Horst once served aboard the Eagle as a naval cadet. Horst has a CD of his experience and 
would, I’m sure, be happy to send you a copy for the asking. 
 
The second interesting presentation on the agenda was given by Ronnie Babin, National Sales 
Executive from OceanGrafix and member of the Pompano Beach Power Squadron. OceanGrafix 
charts are print-on-demand nautical charts guaranteed to be 100% corrected and up to date at 
time of printing. Go to www.oceangrafix.com to learn more about their products. 
 
Richard Peoples, USPS National Treasurer brought us greetings and a message from C/C 
Creighton Maynard. As treasurer, he provided an insight into the financial challenges that USPS 
faces from declining membership and revenue. The challenge for squadrons everywhere is how 
to get new members and how to retain the ones we already have. 
 
A few somber moments occurred when the names of deceased members were read aloud and    
D/C Osburn rang a bell in memory of each. I believe there were 17 names called, the most I 
remember having been read at any conference I’ve attended in the past ten years. 
 
Lake Hartwell received the usual awards: 2008 Distinction in Journalism for the Poinsett Pilot, 
2008 Website Excellence Award, and an Educational Fund Certificate of Merit for our 
contribution to the education fund. District 26 is also soundly in second place for its cooperative 
charting efforts.  Although nothing was mentioned of it at the conference, Lt/C Jim Wilkins 
brought back two buoys from the Coast Guard that will take their place as the first markers on 
Broadway Lake in Anderson. These markers were obtained through the work of Huub Bakx, past 
chairman for CoCh. P/C Ken Kuszmaul is in the process of organizing a formal presentation 
during Safe Boating week in May. Thanks to the Tybee Light Power Squadron for bringing them 
to the conference and to Jim Wilkins for transporting them back. 
 
A special Certificate of Appreciation was presented to Brent Alexander Hermans in 
acknowledgement of his participation in the 2008 Boarman National USPS Youth Poster 
Contest. Lake Hartwell was the ONLY squadron from District 26 to make a submission. I will 
present the certificate to Alex at our next membership meeting. The deadline for the 2009 contest 
is in September so if you have children or grandchildren that might be interested in producing a 
poster please let me know and I will get you the details and contest requirements. 
 
I’m looking forward with much anticipation to the Summer Council Cruise & Rendezvous being 
hosted by Tybee Light Power Squadron this 12 — 14 June. I hope to see many of you as well. 
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The Ensign is now 
available online. 

If you did not receive an 
email notifying you of the 
release of the Jan/Feb iMag 
edition, please email to 

 
ensign@hq.usps.org  

 
your full name, certificate 
or subscription number, 
and valid e-mail address.  
 
The Engisn iMag contains 
searchable articles with 
hotlinks that connect you to 
important information to 
help you get the most out 
of USPS. Each issue will 
also be archived online, 
and the archive will be 
searchable, so you’ll be 
able to find information 
from past issues quickly 
and easily. 
 
If you missed the notice 
regarding the Jan/Feb issue 
you can still go to: 
 
http://www.usps.org/
national/ensign/imags/
Ens_JanFeb09/start.htm 
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       320 Big Water Road    Starr, SC 29684 
       Phone:  864-226-3339       Fax:  864-226-0079 

Lt/C Chris Rose, SN — Squadron Education Officer 
P/C Jef Lockman, P — Assistant Education Officer 
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Editor:   Mary Orem 
Proofreaders:   Rosemary & Pete Stevenson 
Distribution:     Bert Baxter 

Official monthly publication of 
the Lake Hartwell Sail and 
Power Squadron, PO Box 5184-
B, Greenville, SC 29606-5184.  
 
Items are due on the 20th of the 
month preceding publication. 
Articles should be    e-mailed to:  
editor@lake-hartwell.org     or 
if necessary can be mailed to: 
300 Bishop Branch Rd., 
Pendleton, SC 29670. 

The editor reserves the right to 
edit submissions in a style that 
best serves the needs of 
LHS&PS, District 26, and 
United States Power Squadrons© 
 
Articles, opinions, and 
advertisements contained herein 
do not necessarily reflect any 
endorsement or policy from 
either the USPS or LHS&PS 
unless so stated. 

EDUCATION CLASSES: 

�� Weather: Monday nights through May 4 

�� Sail:  Tuesday nights through May 12 

�� Cruise Planning: Thursday nights through April 2 

�� America’s Boating Course: April  — May  

Interested in other topics? 

Seamanship 

Piloting 

Navigation 

Engine Maintenance 

Marine Electronics 

Email education@lake-hartwell.org indicating an 
interest and a course can be organized. 

Lake Hartwell Sail & Power Squadron 
Summary of Executive Committee Meeting  

09 March 2009 
    
Commander Orem and Lt/C Jim Wilkins will be attending the 
March District Conference.   
 
Secretary  Gulbrandsen reported that the 2009 Members’ 
Directory has been postponed due to questions raised about  the 
latest DB2000 updates. 
 
Treasurer Stevenson discussed the 2009 – 2010 Headquarters 
Anniversary Dues update information. Committee members in 
attendance agreed that no changes should be made to dues at this 
time.  
  
Assistant Education Officer Lockman explained how the new 
ABC course requires one day of the course be scheduled as an on 
the water class. Jef proposed that the units of instruction be 
divided  and assigned to instructors by sessions. A motion was 
approved to set the price for the ABC course at $40 per book, 
which should cover expenses related to providing the course. 
Press releases will be completed and sent to the media as soon as 
possible. Jim Wilkins will contact local dealerships to advertise 
the course to potential customers. 
 
Administration Officer Wilkins reported that Corps of 
Engineers will send a Park Ranger to speak at the 18 September 
Membership Meeting to follow up the Icebreaker presentation. A 
Cooperative Charting event is scheduled for 28 March on Lake 
Russell that will also serve as the season Shake Down Cruise. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 1930 – Next meeting Monday 06 April at 
the Augusta Road Branch of Greenville County Library at 1830 
hrs.       

Submitted by :   Lt/C Bob Gulbrandsen, Secretary 

“Skillful pilots gain their reputation from 
storms and tempests.” 

 — Epicurus 
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Information to help you boat safely submitted by Amy Baxter 
Source:  http://unitedyacht.squeakybubble.com/boats -and-safe-boating-tips-united-yacht/  
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Boating is one of the favorite American 
summer pastimes. Somewhere in the 
neighborhood of 70 million people go 
boating each year. While boating is much 
safer than driving a car, there are still 
enough statistics available to raise alarm 
signals that should make people take steps 
to prevent certain kinds of accidents. Over 
1,000 people die on boating trips per year, 
and many of the dangers associated with 
boating are easily preventable.  
 
53% of fatal boating accident victims 
drown as the result of falling out of a 
small open boat without a PFD, whether it 
capsizes or not. That is why it is so 
important to always make sure that all 
boaters have on a flotation device.  
 
Open boat types vary and offer boating 
enthusiasts many choices. Therefore, it is 
imperative that what you purchase be 
nothing but satisfying. All boats are not 
created equal.  
 

CANOES 
Canoes are designed for ease of getting in 
and out, especially for older folks wishing 
to get into the sport. Canoes are versatile 
and practical for a number of reasons, and 
can work in a number of different 
situations. One drawback of canoes is that 
when it rains heavily, the boat can fill up 
with water very rapidly.  

KAYAKS  
Kayaks, which are designed to blend in 
with the natural surroundings instead of 
disturbing them, are never motorized. 
They are propelled manually, using one 
oar that has a paddle on either side. 
Kayaks are small, streamlined boats that 
have tapered ends and slightly thicker 
centers. The opening in the middle is just 
large enough to fit one person. One 
benefit of the kayak is its portability. 
Kayaks are very easy to transport due to 
their size as compared to a canoe.   
 
Whether you choose a canoe or a kayak, 
the serenity of paddling along a glassy 
lake in the early morning or along a river 
through a small canyon at sunset can be 
an incomparable experience.  
 

ENGINE DRIVEN BOATS 
Before starting your engine, always 
carefully sniff for gasoline fumes in the 
engine and fuel areas, open hatches and 
run the blower. Fuel fires and explosions 
burn and kill boaters each year. People 
who take boat trips often fail to realize the 
potential disasters that can ensue if they 
are not careful and safe aboard their boat.  
 
 The use of alcohol is involved in about a 
third of all recreational boating fatalities.  
 The penalties for BUI (boating under the 
influence) can include large fines, 

revocation of operator privileges and 
serious jail terms.  It is illegal to operate a 
boat while under the influence of alcohol 
or drugs in every state and the Coast 
Guard also enforces a federal law that 
prohibits BUI. This law pertains to ALL 
boats (from canoes and rowboats to the 
largest ships).  
 
No matter what type of vessel you choose 
to boat in, don't drink and boat, wear your 
lifejacket, carry a radio with the Marine 
Band on it, take a safe boating course and 
maintain a proper lookout. Each year 
hundreds of lives are lost... thousands are 
injured... and millions of dollars in 
property damage occurs because of 
preventable recreational boating accidents 
on U.S. waterways. Pleasure outings too 
often turn tragic. You - as a boat operator, 
passenger, or concerned individual - can 
make a difference.  
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Members At Large: 
Barney Barnhill, AP 
Travis Creasy, AP 
Kathryn Fedele, P 

P/R/C Blake Roberts, SN 
Rick Rockwood, AP 

Mac Taylor, AP 
 
 

Auditing Committee 
Lt/C Bert Baxter, AP 

Jim Stewart, AP 
Ted Clement, P 

 
Nominating Committee 

P/C Jef Lockman, P 
P/C Lynn Solesbee, AP 

Ken Kuszmaul, P 
 

Rules Committee 
Ted Sauvain, JN 
David Cross, SN 

Pete Stevenson, AP 
 

Boating Activities  
P/C Ray Fedele, SN 

P/C Lynn Solesbee, AP 
 

Cooperative Charting 
P/C Jef Lockman, P 

  
Liaison, Legislative, & Home 

Land Security Officer 
P/C Barry Orem, P 

 
Meetings & Entertainment 

Russ Dunston, AP 
 

Member Involvement 
Pat Dunston 
Dee Wilkins 

 
Public Relations Officer 

Position Open  
 

Safety Officer 
Melissa Solesbee, P 

 

Vessel Safety Checks 
 Rick Cunningham, JN 

Commander: 
Mary Orem, S 
(864) 245-0567 

 

Executive Officer:  
Bert Baxter, P 
(864) 616-6555 

 

Education Officer: 
Chris Rose, SN 
(864) 281-9774 

 

Administrative Officer:         
Jim Wilkins, S 
(864) 297-8989 

 

Secretary: 
Bob Gulbrandsen, S 

(864) 716-0586 
 

Treasurer: 
Pete Stevenson, AP 

(864) 855-0504 
 

Assistant SEO:  
Jef Lockman, P 

 

Assistant Secretary: 
David Cross, SN 

 
Assistant Treasurer: 

Judy Kuszmaul, P 


