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As the Lake Hartwell Sail & Power Squadron’s 50th 
anniversary year comes to an end the squadron is 
ready to usher in the next 50.  Last year was another 
great year for the squadron.  Participation in Boating 
and Social events was up from years past, LHS&PS 
continued to make the waterways a safer place to 
boat through the coop charting and VSC programs, 
and managed to conduct several public boating 
classes along the way. 
 
LHS&PS does have challenges ahead.  Membership 
is on a decline.  As with any organization there will 
be a certain amount of attrition each year, however, 
to replenish and even grow the roles, the squadron 
needs to find new ways to encourage membership in 
this great organization.  Public boating classes have 
always been a means to this end but with growing 
competition from other organizations and the internet 
it is more and more difficult to get students in these 
classes and eventually join the group.  Last year the 
squadron began an aggressive marketing strategy to 
help bring attention the best public boating course 
available in the upstate.  This strategy will be 
revealed as we approach the first offering of ABC in 
2010.  In addition, I personally challenge each 
member to actively recruit at least one new member 
this year.  LHS&PS members are boaters, and every 
member probably knows other boaters who could 
benefit from and enjoy membership. 
 
Nationally, USPS has publicly stated that it is 
moving from generating revenue through 
membership to put more emphasis on generating 
revenue through the sale of education materials and 
classes.  Like national, LHS&PS will need to be 

creative and find alternate 
sources of revenue if the group is 
to continue providing the safe 
boating programs that have 
traditionally been provided by 
LHS&PS.  Unlike national, 
LHS&PS also needs to strive for 
strong membership to have the 
manpower to perform these 
valuable functions. 
 
As the Commander for the coming year, I pledge to 
provide the leadership to overcome hurtles facing the 
squadron in 2010.  I hope every member will join me 
in my vision for moving into the next 50 years of 
Lake Hartwell Sail & Power Squadron.  If everyone 
pulls together our organization can be the example it 
should be, for our members, for other squadrons, and 
for the boating public.  Failure and mediocrity are 
not options. 
 
Any member who has never attended a boating event 
or membership meeting is missing out.  Any member 
who has not attended a boating event or membership 
meeting lately is missed.  Members, who are regular 
faces, thank you for your participation and 
assistance.  The coming year will be our next great 
year and I look forward to your help and 
participation to move our squadron into the next half 
century. 
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2009 Change of Watch 
 

Submitted by Lt/C Jim Wilkins, S 

The Galley Restaurant at Portman Marina was the venue 
for the 2009 Change of Watch.  The Auxiliary had done a 
great job of providing appropriate table decorations.  A total 
of 44 members and guests were present to celebrate the 
swearing-in of LHS&PS’s 51st Bridge Officers.   

After a social hour, Cdr Mary Orem called the meeting to 
order, followed by 1st/Lt/C George Williamson leading the 
gathering in the Pledge of Allegiance and P/C Barney 
Barnhill providing the Invocation. 

After enjoying an exceptional buffet dinner, Cdr Orem 
opened the proceedings by welcoming everyone and 
recognizing all Past Commanders in attendance.  She then 
presented the New Member Award and Boating Activities 

Award to George & Ivy 
Williamson. 

VSC Chairman Rick 
Cunningham presented 
the Most Meritorious 
VSC Award to Bert 
Baxter. Lt/C Baxter then 
presented certificates of 
achievement to several 
members for their 
accomplishments in the  
Co-op Charting program. 

Cdr. Orem presented the following additional awards: 

Jap Boles Trophy – Pete Stevenson, AP 
Parson’s Cup – Bill Bender, JN 
Commander’s Cup – Jim Wilkins, S 
Leadership Development Certificate – Jim Wilkins, S 

Cdr Orem concluded 
with her closing 
remarks in which she 
dismissed the current 
bridge and turned the 
program over to D/Lt/C 
Eric Pearson,SN —-  
District Executive 
Officer, who 
congratulated her for 
her efforts on behalf of 
the United States 
Power Squadrons® and 
officially relieved her of 
her responsibilities.  

 

 

He then delivered a message on behalf of District 
Commander Betty Walton wherein she challenges all 
Squadrons to concentrate on good leadership resulting in 
increased membership. 

He then administered 
the New Commander’s 
Oath of Office to Bert 
Baxter, AP. 

D/Lt/C Ed Kridler, SN 
—District Secretary, 
administered the Oath 
of Office to the other 
members of the 
incoming Bridge: 

 

Cdr Baxter presented P/C Orem with her Past 
Commander’s Flag, 
then administered 
the Oath of Office to 
the new officers of 
the Shore Power 
Auxiliary. 

 

 

 

Cdr Baxter closed the meeting by providing his objectives 
for the coming year, the most important of which is 
increasing membership, and wished everyone an enjoyable 
51st year. 

On Sunday, a Commander’s Brunch was held at the 
Wilkins’ residence. 
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You are cordially invited 
 

To our 2010 
 

Icebreaker Dinner. 
 

Steak & Shrimp 
On Thurmond Lake 

 

06 February 2010 
 

Hickory Knob State Park 
Long Cane Creek Center 

 
Please indicate your interest in 

attending (see page 4 for details) by     
31 December 2009 . 
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Are you planning to 
attend Lake Hartwell’s 
Icebreaker this year? 

I wonder how 
they’re ‘gonna 
have any fun in 
those clothes! 
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Don’t forget our Annual 
Christmas gathering at the 
Wilkins’ home on Friday, 
05 December starting at 

1830 hours.   
 

Bring your favorite hors 
d’oeuvre to share and a gift 

for exchange… 
 

BYOB 
 

Location:   
203 Ricelan Drive, 

Simpsonville 
 

Also, don’t forget to bring 
a new, unwrapped toy for: 
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Mary Orem has been editor of the Poinsett Pilot for approximately 
eight years. This is an important job that takes several hours each 
month. Thanks to Mary for such long and valuable service to the 
Lake Hartwell Sail & Power Squadron. 
 
Now, we need a volunteer to fill this important post starting with 
the January issue, which is due to the printer in late December. The 
editor is responsible for putting the newsletter together into 
printable and emailable form. The editor is not responsible for 
writing the articles. The newsletter is created using the Microsoft 
Publisher software. The squadron has a copy of this program for 
use by the editor. 
 
If you have a literary streak, this would be a great position for you. 
It would be great for a long-time member or a newer member. As 
the receiver of information, the editor will be a very well-informed 
member and active participant in the squadron.  To volunteer, 
simply call David Cross at (864) 244-6459. 
 
P.S.  If you don’t want your future issues of the Poinsett Pilot to 
sound this dry, grab your phone and call David Cross NOW! 

Hi David.  

I’ ll be glad 

to help. 
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Summary of Executive Committee Meeting 
05 October 2009 

Submitted by: Lt/C Bob Gulbrandsen, Secretary 
 
Called  to order by Cdr Orem at 1830 
 
Commander: : Cdr. Orem announced last chance to submit Merit 
Mark recommendations. District Council approved a motion to send 
proposed changes to the D/26  bylaws to National for final approval.  
 
 Education: Chris Rose indicated that the squadron needs to start 
advertising for students to participate in the ABC Course to follow 
the January Boat Show. This will be followed by Seamanship and/or 
Piloting in March. Instructor Qualifications course to begin on 03 
November. 
 
 Administration:  Jim Wilkins reported on his communication with 
the district’s treasurer regarding financial assistance in the case of a 
shortfall on the District Conference.   
 
Executive: Bert Baxter reported the Co-op Charting of Lake 
Hartwell was completed recently.  
 
Secretary: : Bob Gulbrandsen will attempt complete the squadron’s 
Historian Report from the Secretary’s files.   
 
Treasurer : Most current financial data was distributed and 
reviewed. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 1940 – Next meeting 07 December at the 
Augusta Road Branch of the Greenville County Library at 1830 hrs.  

 
    320 Big Water Road Starr, SC 29684 
    Phone:  864-226-3339       Fax:  864-226-0079 

Boating 
Education 

Squadron Education Officer: Chris Rose 
Assistant Education Officer:  Jef Lockman 
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The 2010 course schedule is 
posted. USPS® is here to help 
you gain the confidence needed 
to enjoy boating more. Get 
involved in the courses and get 
together with members.  
 
Early in the year we will be 
starting Engine Maintenance and 
Sail. Contact me if you would 
like to take either course. 
 
We have just finished the 
Americas Boating Course 
(ABC) . All students passed. 
 

 
 

January April 

Engine Maintenance Sail 102 

Marine Electronics  

 September 

February Navigation 

Operations Training  

Sail 101 Feb. 2011 

 Cruise Planning 

March Weather 

Seamanship  

Courses Starting in 2010 

Advanced Piloting  

Give the gift of boating education to 
yourself or a family member this 

holiday season. 
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Information to help you boat safely submitted by Ivy Williamson 
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Source:  http://www.boatus.com/foundation/guide/trip_23.html 

For many boaters, an enjoyable time on the water includes 
having all of the creature comforts that they are used to 
having at home such as hot water, heating and cooling, and 
a stove or grill. While having these items may make for a 
more enjoyable cruise, they must be handled much more 
carefully on a boat, and may operate very differently from 
their shore side counterparts. 
 
Hot water heaters, stoves, grills, air conditioners and 
heating systems all need fuel to operate. Types of fuel 
include electricity, alcohol, Compressed Natural Gas 
(CNG), Liquid Petroleum Gas (LPG-propane or butane), 
charcoal, kerosene, and diesel. Each fuel has specific 
characteristics, both pro and con, that you need to know 
before you  use it for a particular piece of equipment. 
 

Pros and Cons: 
  

CNG-Compressed Natural Gas is natural gas liquefied 
under high pressure. (approx. 2250psi) CNG fumes can 
combine with oxygen to form a powerful explosive. 
Though CNG fumes are lighter than air and will generally 
dissipate through open ports and hatches, care must be 
used with CNG appliances. Manufacturers include 
additives in CNG to make it smell strongly. Nothing beats 
a nose to sniff out gas fumes!  
  
LPG - Liquefied petroleum gas is really two different gases 
that are generally classed together and are interchangeable. 
Propane and butane are both used in LPG appliances and 
have some advantages over CNG.  LPG has a much higher 
heat output (21,000 BTUs/lb. for LPG vs. 9,000 BTUs/lb. 
for CNG) LPG also operates at lower pressures.  
 
 
 

 One thing to note, if you boat in cold weather, propane is 
preferable to butane, as butane has difficulty vaporizing in 
extremely cold weather and might not allow an appliance 
to work properly. One drawback to LPG is that fumes are 
heavier than air, and can build up to dangerous levels in 
bilge compartments. Even a small spark can signal the end 
of your boat!  
 
 Kerosene is also used on boats for heating, lighting, and to 
a lesser extent, cooking. Kerosene must be totally clean  
for it to work properly, and the whiter the kerosene the 
better. If you have yellow kerosene DO NOT use it in your 
burners, as it may clog your burner with carbon deposits.  
  
Alcohol is used largely for stoves and is a relatively safe 
fuel. Denatured ethyl alcohol does not burn very hot- it 
may take quite some time to boil water on an alcohol 
stove. One of the best aspects of alcohol is that a flame can 
be put out with water. Like kerosene, alcohol must be 
clean for an appliance to work properly.  
  
Electricity is probably the safest "fuel" that you can use on 
a boat. There are no explosive fumes, no pressurized fuel 
system that can develop dangerous leaks.  
  
Electricity's main drawback is the large amount of current 
most appliances need to operate properly. Large current 
demands that many appliances need require boats to be 
hooked up to shore power or to have a generator. 
 
All fuels must be properly stored on a boat. Safety devices 
such as fume sniffers should be considered for boats 
equipped with any gas system. Remember, gasoline should 
NEVER be used to fuel any on board appliance other than 
a generator or main engine. Gasoline is extremely volatile 
and its fumes are deadly.  
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Commander: 
Bert Baxter, AP 
(864) 616-6555 

 

Executive Officer:  
Jim Wilkins, S 
(864) 297-8989 

 

Education Officer: 
Chris Rose, SN 
(864) 281-9774 

 

Administrative Officer:         
Travis Creasy, AP 

 

Secretary: 
David Cross, SN 

 

Treasurer: 
Pete Stevenson, AP 

(864) 855-0504 
 

Assistant SEO:  
Jef Lockman, P 

 

Assistant Secretary: 
P/C Mary Orem, S 

 
Assistant Treasurer: 

Ken Kuszmaul, P 
 

Members At Large: 
P/C Barney Barnhill, AP 

Jim Carroll, S 
P/Lt/C Bob Gulbrandsen, S 
P/R/C Blake Roberts, SN 

Rick Rockwood, AP 
George Williamson, B 

 

Nominating Committee 
P/C Lynn Solesbee, AP 
P/C Ken Kuszmaul, P 

P/C Mary Orem, S 
Official monthly publication of the Lake Hartwell 
Sail and Power Squadron, PO Box 5184-B, 
Greenville, SC 29606-5184.  
 
Items are due on the 20th of the month preceding 
publication. Articles should be e-mailed to:  
editor@lake-hartwell.org or if necessary can be 
mailed. 
 
The editor reserves the right to edit submissions in 
a style that best serves the needs of LHS&PS, 
District 26, and United States Power Squadrons© 
 
Articles, opinions, and advertisements contained 
herein do not necessarily reflect any endorsement 
or policy from either the USPS or LHS&PS unless 
so stated. 
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