
Actress and comedienne Lily Tomlin is credited 
with the phrase  “things are going to get a lot 
worse before they get worse”.  I’m not sure that I 
find that funny because unfortunately, it’s true.  
For example, our squadron has been feeling the 
effects of declining membership and participation 
for several years. Various positions have been left 
unfilled and a number of activities have been 
downsized or cancelled because of lack of 
participation. I’m wondering how much worse it 
can get before we’re facing the same tough 
decisions that dissolved approximately eight 
squadrons in 2008.  
 
The way I see the problem is similar to the one 
we all have with the common kitchen sponge. 
Yes, I’m talking about those colorful, handy and 
very affordable synthetic workhorses easily 
obtainable at the local market. The pores in the 
side of the sponge that soak up water tend to 
collect dirt and the sponge eventually becomes 
worse for wear by the repeated squeezing 
required to remove the dirty substance inside. 
Additionally, the moisture that is absorbed by 
normal sponges will eventually cause mold to 
form, which is quite unpleasant looking and 
another sign that you should buy a new sponge. 
 
I see the problem with member involvement to be 
similar in certain ways to that kitchen sponge. No, 
I am not claiming that we have become moldy 
and unpleasant looking.  What I am saying is that 
the same members (a.k.a workhorses) are 
repeatedly squeezed, gradually becoming a little 
worse for wear. We all know that when 
something is the worse for wear it is in bad 
condition or damaged because it has been used a 
lot.  
 
To take my sponge analogy a step further, 
sponges in the natural world, either living in salt 
or fresh water, are really just a bunch of 
specialized cells working together to help the 
entire organism survive.  They have protective 
cells on the outside, but on the inside are very 
special cells with little flagella (wildly whipping 
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tail structures). Those flagella are constantly 
moving and keeping the water circulating inside 
of the sponge.   
 
The sponge dies when the flagella become tired 
and the cells stop working together.  While some 
sponges will disappear or disintegrate almost 
entirely, others, as you know, are tossed up on the 
shore where they dry out and persist for a long 
time. This is symbolic of what happens to our 
members — some disappear while others stop 
participating but continue to pay their membership dues.  
 

This may not have 
been the perfect 
analogy but it was the 
closest I could get to 
my point, which is 

that we need to stop 
squeezing the same sponges 

repeatedly while, at the same time, keep our 
water circulating and fresh. Otherwise, we 

will surely become infected with sponge 
grunge.  Oh, I know it will not be easy to find new 

water during a period of drought and it is natural to 
want to get as much out of our sponges as possible, but  I 
do know that the sure recipe for failure is to suck it up 
and try to do it all. 

 
So, what is the recipe for success in such troubled waters? The 
ingredients include focus, effective communication, and more than a 
pinch of initiative. Anyone can hold the helm when the sea is calm. 
However, these are bumpy times and squadrons everywhere are facing 
serious challenges for which the loss of just one more  sponge could 
mean extinction.  While we currently have a strong backbone of officers 
making the best decisions possible under current conditions, we need 
new folks with fresh ideas, initiative, and the willingness to get things 
done. 
 
Now, we could choose to just ride the waves up and down until  the seas 
become calm again. Hopefully, the storm will pass and one day some 
future commander will write about it as a distant memory. What is 
important is that we continue to encourage and support each other. If we 
stay the course together we will all be here when the fog lifts. 
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Spare your sponge 
from the grunge! 
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Lt/C Chris Rose, SN — Squadron Education Officer 
P/C Jef Lockman, P — Assistant Education Officer 

���������	�
���� The Power Squadron will sponsor a sailing course. This is designed to 
acquaint you with sailing, including some of the technical stuff to assist you in becoming more 
knowledgeable about sailboats. 
 
For example, sailboats do not have “ropes”. In sailing vernacular, ropes are called lines. Each one has a 
purpose and a name and this course will teach them. As you can imagine, some of this is much more 
involved than on a power boat. The course will build on your knowledge gained in power boating and 
make you appreciative of some of the finer points of sailing and seamanship. We anticipate a small 
class with lots of discussion. 

 
The course is presented in two parts: Basic Sail and Advanced Sail. Together, these courses will extend over three months and will 
encompass the following topics: 

Basic Sail 
 

· Sailboat Rigs & Hull Types 

· Sails and Rigging 

· Sailing Fundamentals 

· Marlinspike  
      Seamanship 
 
 

Advanced Sail 
 

· Hull and Sail Design 

· Tuning the Rigging 

· Steering and Helmsmanship 

· Sail Handling 

· Sailboat Racing 

· Navigation Rules 
 

This should be a fun and 
informative course. It will also 
make you a better skipper, even 
if you never sail again. By the 
way, if we can find some water, 
there will be a session afloat to 
demonstrate the principles 
learned in class. 

The course will be taught at the Westminster Presbyterian Church, located at 2310 Augusta Road in Greenville. Classes will begin on 
Tuesday, 24 February starting at 1900. The cost of the text books and supporting supplies will be $50. We look to having a good time.  
 
If you are interested, just show up, but it would be better to contact either Chris Rose or Rick Rockwood so that we can order the 
books ahead of time. 


��
��������
����� You have taken the courses to operate and navigate your boat 
and now you want to take a cruise.  Whether it is a weekend to Savanna or a week to the Bahamas, what 
do you need to consider to make the trip a pleasure? 
  
What is there to see and do, where to stay, and what services are available?  The course will describe 
the development of a Cruise Guide.   It will discuss the preparations that should be taken care of before 
you leave. Is your boat appropriate for this trip? Learn how to check and resolve any problems.  Maybe 

you should consider chartering.  Are you leaving the country?  What documents will you need and how do you enter and leave that 
country. Are you going to have a crew?  Family or friends can be a help or a problem, you need to understand what provisioning is 
required and how the tasks should be arranged.  What communication equipment is available and what you may need for navigation.  
Emergencies and what planning would be necessary to respond. 

��
This course provides a handy text for reference in the future to help you plan a trip that will be enjoyable.  The course will cost $40 
per student and will be held at the Messiah Lutheran Church, 1100 Log Shoals Rd in Mauldin from 1800 to 2000 starting on 05 March 
and the test will be on 02 April.  If you wish to attend please contact me at ecroses@bellsouth or 281-9774. 
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Information to help you boat safely submitted by Amy Baxter 

[ Man Overboard! ] 
Source:  http://boatingarticles.tripod 

The most common accident to passengers 
and crew is falling overboard. In fact, 40% 
of all fatal boating accidents arise from 
this. It can be avoided if boaters make sure 
they have good footing and a good hand-
hold at all times. If you need to move 
around in the boat, hold on to both sides 
and keep your weight low.  
 
Don't mix alcohol and water. In a Red 
Cross Society study, two-thirds of  boating 
injury victims where the blood alcohol 
level was recorded had consumed alcohol. 
Almost 40% had an alcohol level above the 
legal limit. In addition to being illegal, it's 
clearly a dangerous idea to operate a boat 
and drink.  

 

Always carry enough Personal Floatation 
Devices (PFDs) for each person on board. 
For water-skiing, fishing or simply 
cruising, PFDs are absolutely essential. It's 
now even easier to find the ideal PFD 
because they're available in a wide array of 
colors and patterns. Choose one to match 
your swimsuit or boat and make sure it fits 
properly! The Red Cross Society study 
noted 92% of boating-related drowning 
victims were not wearing a PFD or 
lifejacket correctly!  
 
Boating, practiced by smart boaters is safe. 
U.S. statistics show boating is twice as safe 
as biking, five times as safe as driving and 
24 times as safe as scuba diving. By 

practicing safe boating, you're guaranteed to have a great time 
boating all summer long. 
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The signal flag Oscar indicates 
“person overboard”.   
 
Whoever sees the person fall 
should shout “man overboard” 
to alert other crew members, 
and attempt to maintain visual 
contact with the person in the 
water.  
 
The guiding principal is to stop 
the boat. If stopping is 
impossible, slow the boat and 
immediately mark the location 
by tossing a PFD into the water.  

���������� The USPS Weather course is one of the most 
interesting courses available.  This course will be offered starting on 02 
March  and will be held in room #6 of the Toomy Conference Center at 
St. Francis Hospital.  The present schedule is for 3 hour long classes 
starting at 1830.  The cost will be $60. 
  
This weather course will furnish basic weather knowledge for safer and 
more enjoyable boating. The student will learn to make weather 
predictions based upon observations of the sky, upon barometer and wind 
information, as well as weather data provided by maps, satellite images, 
and radio and TV broadcasts. Basic Weather- topics include: Effects of 
Heat and Cold; Wind and Pressure; Storms and Fronts; Rain, Humidity, 
and Fog; and Floods, Droughts, and Winter Precipitation. Advanced 
Weather- topics include: Thunderstorms and Tornadoes; Tropical 
Weather; Atmosphere and Clouds; Forecasting; and Climate. 
  
The details of the course have been changed recently.  
Previously it was a two section course but it has been 
changed to a single section.  The instructor, Sykes 
DeHart, SN, will be reviewing the new course book 
and we will be providing further information.   If your 
are interested in taking this course please contact me at 
ecroses@bellsouth.net or call at 281-9774 

Safe boating begins with education. 
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 From the Department of Lt/C Jim Wilkins, S 
Administrative Officer 

 
Twenty one people attended the Membership Meeting that was held at the Forrester Woods 
Clubhouse on 17 January. The event consisted of a potluck dinner followed by comments from 
Cdr. Orem, an overview of 2009 activities by Lt/C Jim Wilkins, and a most interesting 
presentation on boating on the Yangtze River given by Lt/C Pete Stevenson.  
 
Pete anticipates over 100 people will be attending the Icebreaker this month at Hickory Knob 
State Park. This event will include a presentation by a park ranger from the US Corps of 
Engineers concerning the status and prospects of water levels at Lake Hartwell and elsewhere. 
An agenda is published on page five in this issue of the Poinsett Pilot. 
 
Due to the projected water levels, this year’s Shakedown Cruise will take place on Keowee on 
04 April. Ray Fedele is making the arrangements for this activity and will provide further 
details soon, so mark your calendars and let’s get ready for an active 50th anniversary year! 

 
 
 
 

 
D/26 Spring 
Conference 

20 - 22 March 2009 
Florence SC—Hosted by 

Swamp Fox Power Squadron 
 
Hotel: Hilton Garden Inn 
           2671 Hospitality Boulevard 
           Florence, SC  Tel:  843-432-3001 
 
Rooms held under Swamp Fox Spring 
Conference or book online at  
www.usps.org/swampfox 

FRIDAY  NIGHT DINNER 
& E NTERTAINMENT  

 

“A RABIAN NIGHTS”  
 

Catered BBQ Dinner 
And Belly Dancing 

 
- Demonstration - 

- Lessons - 
- Contest  - 
- Trophies - 

  
Follow the link on the Swamp Fox website to download a 

registration form.  Deadline is 27 February. 
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1800 Food, Fellowship, Games [organized poker for the guys — Bunco for the gals] Large Community Building 
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0900 Opening Remarks Cdr. Mary Orem 

0915 Meetings & Entertainment: Learn about the year’s meetings and speakers.  Lt/C Jim Wilkins 

0945 Boating Activities Overview P/C Ray Fedele 
P/C Lynn Solesbee 

1000 Education Overview Lt/C Chris Rose 

1015 2009 Vessel Safety Check Program Rick Cunningham 

1030 2009 Cooperative Charting & Adopt-A-Chart Programs Jef Lockman 

1100 Lake Hartwell Water level Report Park Ranger Tim Crabtree 
Army Corps of Engineers 

1200 Lunch Provided by Shore Power  

1330 Silent Auction Opens; Other Activities Begin  See list on back 

1600 Oyster Roast Social...Wine/Beer Station Opens  

1700 Welcoming Remarks to visitors & guests Cdr. Mary Orem 
D/C Ron Osburn 

1730 “Boats of China” Presentation Lt/C Pete Stevenson 

1830 Invocation, Pledge, and Dinner P/C Barney Barnhill 

1915 Live Hillbilly Auction “Big Jimmie Hogg” 

2000 Silent Auction Ends — Winners Announced Shore Power Auxiliary 

�
������	������
����
0800 Breakfast ($2.00 contribution) Pat & Russ Dunston  

Jim & Dee Wilkins 

1300 Coastal Cruise Overview Lt/C Pete Stevenson 
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Boating is fun. 
We’ll show you how. 

�
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��������Icebreaker 

07 Feb. 
Hickory 
Knob 

Shakedown 
Cruise  

04 April 
Lake Keowee 

D./26  
Spring Conf. 
20-22 Mar. 

Commander  Mary Orem:  Proposed changes to the D26 Bylaws 
were reviewed by the committee and suggestions will be 
forwarded to D/C Osburn. 
 
Past Commander  Ken Kuszmaul:  Computer problems 
submitting Merit Marks has slowed the process but he is working 
to resolve them. 
   
Secretary  Bob Gulbrandsen:  The Historian’s Report for 2008 
has been completed by Ken Kuszmaul and Bob Gulbrandsen. It  
has been submitted to D26 Historian. Work continues on the 2009 
Members Directory projected to be completed this month. 
 
Administration   Jim Wilkins:  Suggested planning for a more 
aggressive Shakedown Cruise as that regularly scheduled spring 
activities have been altered. Final plans for events at the 
Icebreaker meeting were completed during this Executive 
Meeting. 
 
Education  Chris Rose:  Courses scheduled now include Weather, 
Cruise Planning and Sailing. 
 

Executive Bert Baxter: Due to lack of 
water in Lake Hartwell and the problems 
discussed in relocating the Poker Run, the squadron voted to 
cancel this year’s occurrence but plans to continue the event in 
2010. Bert still needs volunteers to staff the booth at the boat 
show from 22 – 25 January, .  Two safety seminars will be 
provided by our squadron at this event. 
 
Old Business: Per P/C Ken Kuszmaul, Huub Bakx secured two 
No Wake Buoys  for Broadway Lake. He obtained these markers 
from the Tybee Light US Coast Guard, Thanks Huub ! 
 
       
The next meeting is Monday, 02 Febrary at the Augusta Road 
Branch of the Greenville County Library System. 
      
Submitted by :  
Lt/C Bob Gulbrandsen, Secretary 

Lake Hartwell Sail & Power Squadron 
Summary of Executive Committee Meeting  

02 January 2009 

Feb 14 Feb 02 
Bridge 
Mtg. 

24-26 
April 
CoCh 
Wando 

12-14 
June 
D/26 

Cruise ����������
Barry Orem — President 
Ivy Williamson — Vice President 
Amy Baxter —              Secretary/Treasurer 

Squadron Website: 
www.lake-hartwell.org 
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Editor:              Mary Orem 
Proofreaders:  Rosemary & Pete Stevenson 

                       Distribution:    Bert Baxter 

Official monthly publication of 
the Lake Hartwell Sail and 
Power Squadron, PO Box 5184-
B, Greenville, SC 29606-5184.  
 
Items are due on the 20th of the 
month preceding publication. 
Articles should be    e-mailed to:  
editor@lake-hartwell.org     or 
if necessary can be mailed to: 
300 Bishop Branch Rd., 
Pendleton, SC 29670. 

The editor reserves the right to 
edit submissions in a style that 
best serves the needs of 
LHS&PS, District 26, and 
United States Power Squadrons© 
 
Articles, opinions, and 
advertisements contained herein 
do not necessarily reflect any 
endorsement or policy from 
either the USPS or LHS&PS 
unless so stated. 

 
       320 Big Water Road    Starr, SC 29684 
       Phone:  864-226-3339       Fax:  864-226-0079 

����������	
��
Recollections of  the 17 January Membership Meeting 

Photographer: George Williamson 

Food, Fun 
& 

Fellowship 
Who could ask 
for anything 

more? 
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The 39th Annual Upstate SC Boat Show has come and gone so if you 
missed it, you missed seeing the latest models of boats including: 
fishing, pontoon, speed, ski, cruisers, and personal watercraft, as well 
as boating accessories and everything that you need to start the season 
off right. 
 
We were very pleased to have been welcomed back to the Carolina 
First Center and offer safety seminars to the general public. Members 
from the squadron volunteered to man the information booth and help 
promoted our presence within the community. We gave away 400 
candy bags carrying a safety message and encouragement to take a 
boating safety course. West Marine donated some great prizes for us 
to give away to people who signed up to receive information about 
our boating classes. 
 
Thanks to the following members for all their work in making this 
year’s boat show another success and for furthering our exposure in 
the community:  

Barney Barnhill 
Bert Baxter 
Travis Creasy 
David Cross 
Rick Cunningham 
Charles Heath 
Alex Hermans 
Ken Kuszmaul 
Jef Lockman 
Mary & Barry Orem 
Billy Owens 

Bruce & Carolyn Parsons 
Ken Ramsey 
Rick Rockwood 
Chris & Nioka Rose 
Ted Sauvain 
Morice Smith 
The Solesbee Family 
Pete & Rosemary Stevenson 
Jim Stewart 
Jim Wilkins 
George & Ivy Williamson 

L-R:  Rick Cunningham, Charles Heath, David Cross 
Demonstrate the importance of wearing a PFD 

Below:  Thanks to West Marine of Anderson for 
donating the bistro table and chair set and the life 
jackets/first aid kit for us to offer as prizes in our 
booth. 

Thanks to Shore Power and TowBoat.U.S./Lake Keowee for 
providing 400 candy bags that carried a safety message to people 
who visited our booth. 

Each candy bag included Smarties (because smart boaters take a boating course), Life Savers (because wearing a life jacket can save 
your life), Snickers Bar (because safety is nothing to snicker at), Reese’s Cup (because a cup of prevention is worth boating safely), 
Three Musketeers (because boating safely is a team effort), Mint Patty (because boating safely is a commit-mint), and a Hersey’s Kiss 
(because we care about YOU)!   
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1 2  ExCom 
Meets 1830 

3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
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1 2 ExCom Meets 
1830 

3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28   CoCh Lake 
Russell — see 
website for details 

29 30 31     

Icebreaker Weekend @  Hickory 

Knob State Park 

D/26 Spring Conference — Florence 

United States Power Squadrons® 2009 Annual Meeting — Anaheim, CA 
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Members At Large: 
Barney Barnhill, AP 
Travis Creasy, AP 
Kathryn Fedele, P 

P/R/C Blake Roberts, SN 
Rick Rockwood, AP 

Mac Taylor, AP 
 
 

Auditing Committee 
Lt/C Bert Baxter, AP 

Jim Stewart, AP 
Ted Clement, P 

 
Nominating Committee 

P/C Jef Lockman, P 
P/C Lynn Solesbee, AP 

Ken Kuszmaul, P 
 

Rules Committee 
Ted Sauvain, JN 
David Cross, SN 

Pete Stevenson, AP 
 

Boating Activities  
P/C Ray Fedele, SN 

P/C Lynn Solesbee, AP 
 

Cooperative Charting 
P/C Jef Lockman, P 

 
Flag Lieutenant 

George Williamson  
  

Liaison, Legislative, & Home 
Land Security Officer 

P/C Barry Orem, P 
 

Meetings & Entertainment 
Russ Dunston, AP 

 
Member Involvement 

Pat Dunston 
Dee Wilkins 

 
Public Relations Officer 

Open 
 

Safety Officers 
Amy Baxter 

Ivy Williamson 
 

Squadron Photographer 
George Williamson 

 

Vessel Safety Checks 
 Rick Cunningham, JN 

Commander: 
Mary Orem, S 
(864) 245-0567 

 

Executive Officer:  
Bert Baxter, P 
(864) 616-6555 

 

Education Officer: 
Chris Rose, SN 
(864) 281-9774 

 

Administrative Officer:         
Jim Wilkins, S 
(864) 297-8989 

 

Secretary: 
Bob Gulbrandsen, S 

(864) 716-0586 
 

Treasurer: 
Pete Stevenson, AP 

(864) 855-0504 
 

Assistant SEO:  
Jef Lockman, P 

 

Assistant Secretary: 
David Cross, SN 

Assistant Treasurer: 
Judy Kuszmaul, P 


