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“The Open Boat” is a fictionalized account 
of a personal experience in author Stephen 
Crane’s life: a ship on which he was a 
passenger sank off the coast of Florida and 
he found himself one of four men in a tiny 
open dinghy, struggling to make it through a 
narrow strip of rough sea and pounding surf 
that separated them from dry land. The men 
were forced to remain for thirty hours in the 
boat, rowing frantically against the tide and 
bailing constantly to keep the craft afloat in 
the treacherous water before they were able 
to come ashore at Daytona Beach. 
 
Similarly distressing, my year as 
Commander of Lake Hartwell Sail & Power 
Squadron felt like a struggle to row 
frantically through a year of tedious 
Executive Committee meetings, copious 
emails regarding Squadron, District, and 
National affairs, and criticism from 
frustrated squadron members in which a 
sense of accomplishment was all that 
separated me from dry land. Participation in 
squadron events was disappointing for a 50th 
Anniversary year. Lack of interest in the 
public boating course imparted a worrisome 
fear for the future potency of the squadron. 
Like the motion of the sea I experienced a 
distinct sense of rising and falling and just 
like the waves, some felt huge and rolling 
while others were merely little swells. 
 
But the most significant aspect of the 
struggle to continue moving in a forward 
direction was in the attempt to help one 
another survive. Although there are many 
individuals I wish to thank for their support 

and encouragement throughout the past 
year, primarily, I want to thank my husband, 
P/C Barry Orem for being the anchor that 
kept me from drifting off center.    
 
Thanks also to P/C Ken Kuszmaul for 
ALWAYS  returning my calls and the 
ability to help me see the humor in it all; to 
P/C Pete Stevenson for the perspective and 
attitude adjustments that were often 
necessary; to Lt/C Bob Gulbrandsen for hanging in there with 
me; to Carolyn Parsons whose responsiveness to my calls upon 
the Sunshine Committee helped me remain optimistic that there 
are people who care; and to Lt/C Jim Wilkins for the many times 
he simply rolled up his sleeves and did whatever was necessary 
to keep our craft afloat. 
 
Of the captain in Crane’s story who wisely displayed tremendous 
composure when the seagull lands on his head, the author writes, 
“The captain naturally wished to knock it away with the end of 
the heavy painter, but he did not dare do it, because anything 
resembling an emphatic gesture would have capsized this 
freighted boat; and so, with his open hand, the captain gently and 
carefully waved the gull away.” I too discovered there is no 
commendable win in the fight to correct adverse sea conditions. 
To do so could mean further disaster for everyone aboard. The 
wiser approach is sometimes to just bob along on the surface and 
aid to the best of one’s ability those fellow human beings also 
caught in the grip of nature’s immense indifference. 
 
As the new bridge seeks your support I trust you will answer 
their call. My wish for Lake Hartwell Sail & Power Squadron is 
that it will experience fair winds and following seas that will 
carry it safely and robustly through its next fifty years. 
 

Affectionately yours,  
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Submitted by Cdr. Mary Orem, S 

Report on D/26 Fall Conference and Change of Watch 
02 — 04 October 2009 

Charleston, SC 

Congratulations to the Charleston Sail & Power Squadron for 
organizing a fall conference and change of watch that embodied 
our theme — “Boating is fun, we’ll show you how”. Boy, 
howdy, did they show us some fun Friday evening with their 
Wild, Wild, West banquet that included some of the very best 
smoked ribs I’ve had in a mighty long time. Members from 
squadrons across the District showed off their finest Western 
wear and typified the western frontier in style. 
 
The entertainment was a locally written and produced play in 
four acts in which three very bad desperados were apprehended 
after their botched attempt to hold up the Saloon and 
Headquarters of the Charleston Sail & Power Squadron.  
Thankfully, the USPS Marshall was able to round ‘em up and 
bring them to justice. 
 
The array of meetings held Saturday imparted much information 
that focused on issues important for carrying out the goals and 
objectives of the District’s strategic action plan. Below are the 
highlights of day’s event. If you would like more detail, feel free 
to contact me. 
 

COOPERATIVE CHARTING 
 
Don Funderburk, outgoing chairman of Cooperative Charting, 
for D/26 was excited to share that we are currently NUMBER 
ONE nationally in terms of participation in this activity. We are, 
however, still behind in the number of credits accrued but he 
reminded us that it is not too late. The CoCh year does not end 
until 31 March 2010 so we can still get out there and rack up 
more credits. Lake Hartwell currently places third in the District. 
For the 2009 CoCh year, our squadron ranked 7th nationally.  Lt/
C Jim Wilkins will be the bridge officer in charge of CoCh this 
year so please give him a call to volunteer your participation in 
this activity. 
 

AWARDS 
 
Lake Hartwell was recognized by D/C Ron Osburn for our 
“outstanding accomplishment covering 50 years of dedicated 
service to the cause of safe boating through education”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION  
 
All squadrons were urged to encourage their members to register 
with SailAngle.com. This new social networking website has 
been endorsed by USPS as the central location for all boating 
information and discussion forums. You will see more about this 
new communication tool in future issues of the newsletter. 
 

 
COUNCIL  

 
Council voted to accept the final revision of the D26 bylaws 
submitted by the Rules Committee. The 2010 district budget was 
approved. A proposal to dissolve area merit mark monitors and  
replace them by district commanders (whose knowledge of 
activities by local squadrons is superior to someone with no 
knowledge of local squadrons) was approved to submit at the 
next National conference. A motion was passed for the District to 
seek articles of incorporation. There are also two squadrons not 
currently incorporated and this was advised as something that 
should be done. Lake Hartwell is incorporated. 
 

Officers’ Reports 
 
Treasurer: Membership is down. The budget has been adjusted 
accordingly.  
 
Secretary: Historian Reports are due soon. Either submit two 
copies to District Historian (Bob Gulbrandsen) or submit via 
DB2000 version 9.5.1. Updater password required. 
 
Administration:  District has 300 fewer members than previous 
year. Squadron job descriptions have been revised, especially the 
Administrative Officer. 26 people attended Friday’s Leadership 
Development Seminar. Another will be offered in the Spring. 
The Spring conference will be in Greenville on 5-7 March, 
hosted by Lake Hartwell. The Fall conference will be in Jekyll 
Island 15-17 October, hosted by Golden Isles.  
 
Education: Educational proficiency recipients and Chapman 
Award nominees were recognized. 
 
Executive: 1,238 VSCs have been completed by 141 inspectors. 
D26 is one of nine in the nation to have completed over 1,000 
vessel safety inspections. Safety Officers need to submit their 
report to District ASAP. The deadline to seek reimbursement 
under the cooperative advertising guidelines was 01 October. 
However, if you submit ASAP, there may still be a chance for 
squadron’s to receive some reimbursement. R/C Horst Boettge 
recognized Don Funderburk for having received the Golden 
Eagle Award for his work as District Chair of Cooperative L-R: V/C Richard Peoples, SN, Cdr. Mary Orem, S, D/C Ron 

Osburn, SN 
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Charting.  
 
Nominating Committee: P/D/C Dick Ehrler presented the 
candidates for 2010 Bridge.  
 
Betty Walton, AP (Hilton Head) Commander 
Eric Pearson, AP (Lake Murray) Executive Officer 
Joe Warren, AP (Tybee Light) DEO 
Bob Boal, SN (North Strand) Admin. Officer 
Bill Woodward, SN (Beaufort) Treasurer 
Ed Kridler, SN (Charleston) Secretary 
 
Bob Larsen, SN (Lake Hartwell) Planning (1yr) 
Ken Kuszmaul, P (Lake Hartwell) Planning (3 yrs) 
Pete Stevenson, AP (LHS&PS) Audit (2 Yrs.) 
 
The day’s events culminated in the Change of Watch ceremony 
aboard the USS Yorktown in which the above candidates were 
installed as the new district bridge for the coming year. Betty 
Walton was outwardly excited to become the District 
Commander and promised to make herself available to all 
squadrons any time of the day or night. No individual was more 
happy, however, than the new P/D/C Ron Osburn, whose attire 
consisted of his signature shorts that appropriately matched his 
Class A Uniform. 
 
Thanks to the following members of Lake Hartwell Sail & 
Power Squadron for the time and effort they put forth to attend 
the weekend’s event: 
 
Jim & Dee Wilkins, Ray & Kathryn Fedele, Bert & Amy 
Baxter. Pete & Rosemary Stevenson were unable to attend due 
to back surgery intended to relieve the problem Rosemary 
experienced on her African safari. I’m happy to report that she is 
recovering wonderfully.  
 
Please plan to join us as we hold our own Change of Watch 
ceremony on 20 November at the Galley Restaurant in 
Anderson. New Bridge officers will be officially installed and 
special recognitions will be made. Reservations are required so 
please be sure to pre-register if you intend to eat from the buffet.  
 

�����	�����������

Lt/C Jim Wilkins & his cowgirl, Dee. 

Mary Orem, Amy Baxter, Kathryn Fedele  
aboard the Yorktown. 

The USS Yorktown, the tenth aircraft carrier to serve in the United 
States Navy,  was the location of the District Change of Watch.  In 
1975, the Yorktown was towed from Bayonne, NJ to Charleston to 
become the centerpiece of Patriots Point Naval and Maritime 
Museum. It was a very fitting venue for the D/26 Change of Watch 
ceremony. 

Ed Kridler, D/26 Secretary,  
reenacted the part of the 
Native American in Friday 
evening’s Wild  Wild West 
themed dinner. 
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All Hands on Deck…  

As reported earlier, LHS&PS will be the host squadron for 
the annual USPS D26 Spring Conference.  A lot of work 
has already taken place but there is much more to be 
accomplished and it will require the assistance of many of 
our members. 

The conference will be held 5 – 7 March, 2010.  The Westin 
Poinsett Hotel has been selected as the base of operations.  

 

This is where the conference registrations, hospitality room, 
silent auction, spouses/guests High Tea, and Saturday 
banquet will take place. 

We selected the Westin Poinsett due to its central location 
in scenic downtown Greenville, allowing participants to 
enjoy the many sights, shops, and restaurants all within 
easy walking distance.  The American Planning 
Association’s recent designation of downtown Greenville as 
one of the 10 best downtowns in the US suggests that this 
was a wise decision. (http://www.planning.org/greatplaces/
streets/2009/index.htm) 

Conference registration, the hospitality room, and the silent 
auction will start Friday afternoon followed by an evening 
social gathering. 

Our original plan to have a “Take Me Out To The Ballgame” 
theme at Fluor Field with Clemson/USC competing for 
Friday evening’s social gathering has been scrapped due to 
scheduling misunderstandings.  .  Instead, we’re now 
developing a “Chinese New Year in March” theme to take 
place at the East China Buffet. Dee and I ate there recently 
and Dee declared it the best Chinese food we’ve had since 
leaving China.  We’re hoping the Greenville Chinese 
Culture Association can provide some traditional Chinese 
entertainment.  
Saturday’s business meeting will be held at the Lazy Goat 
Restaurant in the upstairs meeting area with its excellent 
view of the Reedy River.   

 

A buffet lunch will also take place there.  Interestingly, this 
restaurant’s chef was recently named one of the nation’s 
top 4 chefs in an article to appear in next month’s Esquire 
magazine. 

To allow Spouses/Guests to enjoy the downtown Greenville 
area, no lunch has been scheduled… we felt it more 
appropriate to allow them to select their own location.  
However, we will encourage them to look for the Mice on 
Main.  At the afternoon High Tea at the Westin Poinsett 

  

a prize will be awarded to whomever discovered the most 
mice as well as other door prizes. Each attendee will also 
be given a jar of their very own Lake Hartwell jelly prepared 
especially by Dan & Joanne Ray. 

The Saturday evening banquet will be at the Westin 
Poinsett. The entrée choices are beef, chicken, or fish. 

 

As you can see, there will be a lot of work necessary to 
make this a successful event and one that we can be proud 
to have sponsored.  In this regard, we have organized a 
committee to ensure all tasks are accomplished: 

 

 continued on page 5……. 
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Conference Chairman – Lt/C Jim Wilkins 
Facilities – Lt/C Jim Wilkins/LtC Travis Creasy 
Finances – Lt/C Pete Stevenson 
Promotion – Lt/C Bert Baxter 
Promotional Materials – P/C Ray Fedele 
Registration – 1st/Lt/C David Cross 
Hospitality/Silent Auction – Shore Power 
Spouses/Guests Activities – Show Power 
Volunteers/Staffing – P/C Lynn Solesbee 
Cash Bar Arrangements – P/C Jef Lockman/ 

    P/C Billy Owens 

Don’t be surprised if you are contacted by any of these 
committee members seeking your assistance.  On the 
other hand, if there are any areas in which you would 
like to assist, feel free to contact the appropriate 
committee member to volunteer your services. 

One area where we can use everyone’s assistance is 
the Silent Auction.  Please start determining whether or 
not you have any items or combination of items you 
would like to DONATE to the Auxiliary for this purpose.  
In this regard, to make sure we don’t deplete the list of 
items we can offer at this Silent Auction, we will not 
have one at our annual Icebreaker. 

We’re excited about this opportunity and hope you are 
as well.  Your support of this activity will ensure it is a 
rousing success. 

Submitted by: Lt/C Jim Wilkins 

All Hands on Deck ...continued from page 4 

��������	�
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Don’t forget the Squadron Change of Watch will take place at the Galley Restaurant at Portman Marina on Fri-
day, 20 November. Social hour begins at 1800. It is imperative that we have an accurate count of those plan-
ning to attend so we can notify the restaurant in advance. So far, reservations have come in rather slowly so if 
you are planning to attend, you are encouraged to complete the reservation form and send it along with your 
check to Lt/C Pete Stevenson ASAP. We cannot accept reservations that are not pre-paid. 

Thank You Lake Hartwell Squadron! 
 

 As I complete my second year as your squadron secre-
tary, I would like to say thank you to everyone. I am step-
ping down from this office and turning the helm over to 
David Cross. I hope you all will give him the same sup-
port and encouragement that you have shown me. It’s 
been an honor to represent the Lake Hartwell Sail and 
Power Squadron as your secretary. 
 
For those of you that are new to the squadron or have 
never served on any committees, I encourage you get in-
volved with your squadron and take part in the decision-
making if there are things you would like to see your 
squadron doing. This is how you can steer the squadron 
into new directions. It’s also a great way to meet and in-
teract with new friends. The squadron can always use new 
blood and new ideas. Be an active part of your squadron. 
 
So once again I’d like to say thank you to those of you 
that gave me a chance and supported me. I’m not going 
away, but just wish to give someone else a chance to get 
involved. See you on the water… 
 
Lt/C Bob Gulbrandsen 
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USPS® courses provide instruction to boaters at all levels, from the 
fundamental to the advanced. Our courses are taught by experienced and 
knowledgeable instructors committed to the highest standards of the 
United States Power Squadrons.  
 
All courses are listed on our website at www.lake-hartwell.org. If you 
know which course interests you, email SEO Chris Rose, SN who will 
notify you when the next session begins. Our next public course will begin 
Monday, 05 November at Messiah Lutheran Church in Mauldin. Efforts 
are now underway to recruit students for a March 2010 ABC course to 
follow the Boat Show. Please help us recruit members by spreading the 
word.  
 
Congratulations to Alex Creasy and Alex Hermans who were recently 
inducted into squadron membership with Sea Scout status upon successful 
completion of the squadron’s public boating course. We look forward to 
great things from these junior members of our squadron. 

Boating 
Education 

Summary of Executive Committee Meeting 
05 October 2009 

Submitted by: Lt/C Bob Gulbrandsen, Secretary 

Called  to order by Cdr Orem at 1830 
 
Commander: : Cdr. Orem announced Merit Mark reports are due, 
all departments please submit your recommendations. D/26 fall 
conference accepted the proposed Bylaw changes for the district. 
There was a motion to incorporate D/26 with advice to any 
squadrons in the district that are not incorporated to do so. 
 
 Education: Chris Rose reported he has scheduled a room at the 
Lutheran Church for Monday evenings in November for the public 
Boating Course. All Squadron instructors qualifications will expire 
in January 2010.  A class is scheduled for Tuesday, 03 November. 
Blake Roberts proposed that an all ladies Piloting class be organized 
for November. Plans to get this class off the ground are underway, 
the instructor and students would all be ladies from our squadron. 
 
 Administration:  Jim Wilkins reported that we have a problem with 
the Spring Conference; the planned baseball game will not be 
played.  The second choice is an Oriental theme and may be the 
direction we now need to plan for. Our Squadron is having problems 
with members not honoring their reservation for events. We are now 
adopting a plan of advance purchase of reservations with an advance 
cut off date.  
 
Executive: Bert Baxter reported the squadron completed 135 VSC’s 
to date. Co-op Charting of Lake Hartwell is due this Saturday. 
 
Secretary: : Bob Gulbrandsen said the Historian report is due in 
November. I will contact squadron historian Ken Kuszmaul. 
 
Treasurer : Pete Stevenson  presented the 2010 proposed budget. 
The Bridge accepted the motion to present before the membership. 
 
New Business : Alex Creasy has applied for membership. A motion 
was made and seconded to accept him as a junior member of the 

 
    320 Big Water Road Starr, SC 29684 
    Phone:  864-226-3339       Fax:  864-226-0079 

LHS&PS. Bert Baxter made a motion that the Squadron 
should not organize a Poker Run Event for 2010. The 
mottion was seconded and approved without exception. 
 
Old Business : None 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 1940 – Next meeting 07 November 
at the Augusta Road Branch of the Greenville County 
Library at 1830 hrs.  
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Color 
Cruise…  

 

 

Once again Lt/C Bert Baxter planned out an enjoyable 
weekend cruise on the Tennessee River. 

Friday, October 16th, Weigh Up with Bert & Amy Baxter;  
FUBAR with Russ & Pat Dunston and their grandson, 
Adam; Penn Lee with George & Ivy Williamson;  Take Two 
with Pete Stevenson and Jim & Lee Carroll;  Ad Man with 
Ray & Kathryn Fedele; and Too Many Rules with Jim & Dee 
Wilkins congregated at a rest stop on I-26 in preparation for 
the convoy through the mountains on I-40 in NC and TN, 
finally reaching their launch point south of Knoxville at the 
Lenoir City Park, TN. 

 

Once everyone was in the water Weigh Up led us on a 20 
mile cruise on the Little Tennessee River (aka Tellico Lake).  
We had planned to go further but the misty weather we had 
encountered on the drive was still with us and seemed to be 
getting worse.  So we turned around after seeing a replica 
of the old Fort Loudon. 

 

We returned to Lenoir where we tied up at the Fort Loudon 
Marina.  There we were joined by Tom & Marbeth Dietrich 
who had recently relocated to the Knoxville area.  Dinner 
was taken at Calhoun’s Restaurant conveniently located in 
the marina area.   

Saturday morning a Captain’s meeting, held under overcast 
skies and chilly temperatures, laid out the plans for the day. 

 

Shortly thereafter everyone was on the water and heading 
out for the day’s cruise. 

 

Once again, Weigh Up led the way heading south on the 
Tennessee River.   But first, we had to proceed through the 
Fort Loudon Lock. 

 

Lunch was taken at a small cove that gave us relief from the 
wind and the current. 

 

 

Submitted by Jim Wilkins 
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We had the benefit of a river/lake cruise where water levels 
were not a problem.  In fact, the water levels were high 
enough that some fixed docks were under water. 

 

No cruise of LHS&PS would be complete without some sort 
of problem cropping up along the way.  This cruise proved 
to be no exception.  Take Two developed an electrical 
problem that triggered warning alarms to alert Pete that all 
was not well.  Apparently the alternator was not providing 
enough juice and the batteries were running low.  George 
helped Pete install a back up battery that proved adequate 
to get us to the Euchee Marina which was the same one we 
spent Saturday night at last year. 

 

Pete was fortunate to find a couple of mechanics on duty 
that identified his electrical problem as a broken wire and 
fixed it at a very nominal cost.  

To help everyone warm up from the cold we had 
experienced all day, Pat brought along a big  

 

batch of her famous cheddar cheese and broccoli soup.  It 
was very well received. The marina’s restaurant wasn’t 
open so everyone had to rely on their own resources for 
dinner.  Due to the cold and wind, a few grills were set up 
on tables on the leeward side of the ship’s store. 

 

Sunday morning we headed back to the Lenoir City Park 
with clear skies.  About half way back Take Two suffered a 
relapse of the previous day’s problem but, by Pete turning 
off all unnecessary electrical devices, he was able to make 
it to the Park.  Of course, we had to make another pass 
through the lock. 

 

Except for having to tolerate some light rain on Friday and 
chilly temperatures throughout, the weather was 
cooperative…no thick fog like we encountered last year. 

Once again a big thank you is in order to Bert for these 
arrangements…even if some people wondered out loud 
what it would be like to cruise the Tennessee River during 
the summer.    

Every leaf speaks bliss to me, 

Fluttering from the autumn tree. 

  ~ Emily Bronte 
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Submitted by P/C Ken Kuszmaul, P 

Awards Night Brings Tears and Laughter 
Awards Night is always an anticipated squadron activity.  One 
reason is people love to laugh, cry, share their boating stories for 
the year, and hear from the Czar, P/C Ray Fedele, on “Boating is 
Fun Let Me Tell You How”!! 

Awards night began by Cdr.  Mary Orem welcoming 36 members, 
P/C Barney Barnhill’s invocation, and everyone partaking of a pot 
luck buffet fit for King Henry VIII at the Forrester Woods 
Clubhouse. 

Cdr Orem requested a review of the proposed 2010 budget and a 
vote of acceptance by the membership was passed.   

Cdr Orem  presented the following awards:  New Member pin and 
certificate to Alex Creasy and Alex Hermans, who also received a  
National Honorable Mention for his poster on Safety that had 
been submitted to the National Convention  last year;   a special 
distinction was earned  by Huub  Bakx, a gold-wreathed pin 
representing 25 continuous years of  active membership;  and Roy 
Finessy received a Certificate of Appreciation for his 
accomplishments in Co-operative  Charting and intuitive training 
to new members on the Tugaloo. YES, Roy Finessy is the 
“Commander of the Tugaloo”. 

Cdr Orem turned the ceremony over to the Czar who, without 
hesitation, opened his remarks with fun and respect to all. He did, 
however, leave open the door behind him for anyone who might 
be offended to leave at any time. 

Sixteen Awards of Appreciation, Achievements, and 
Accomplishments were presented to the following:  CRAPPER  
WATER  AWARD : be careful when drinking the water on Jim 
Wilkins boat because Jim was the recipient of a plaque to hang 
above the toilet reminding Jim in which tank one should store the 
drinking water. 

TIP AWARD-  Jim Wilkins let a 
little bit of his  redneck side show 
when it was noticed his antenna 
wires, electrical tape flying, were 
hanging loose from the tip of his 
antenna.  Jim discovered that a 
fixed bridge can lower itself with 
rising tide and he broke his 
antenna.  Jim can now employ the 
2 foot section of an antenna tip 
awarded to him that can be 
repaired with a little fiberglass. 

 

A Survival Trophy  went to Anna and Ben Solesbee for enduring 
a Cooper River Cruise with the flu that brought Montezuma’s 
Revenge.  Ben made it as far as Columbia and was dropped off aa 
McDonalds with his mother.   Lynn and Anna proceeded on to 
Pinellas Locks and made the river trip to Charleston.  Anna spent 
the cruise and mooring in the V- birth.  The Captain was finally 
sympathetic to her needs and cruised back to the locks for the 
return trip. 

Is there a 
Sheriff in 
Town?  Russ 
Dunstan would 
know as he 
lost his axle 
while trailering 
home from 
Charleston.  
His call for 
help brought a 

Sheriff, a Preacher, and a Welder, all rolled into one to fix his 
axle.  Russ made it one mile after the trailer was fixed until the 
wheel fell off again.  Russ resolved the matter by fixing the trailer 
himself and for that was presented his own Sheriff’s badge. 

Who do you call when something goes wrong on the water? Why, 
TOW BOAT of course?  Who do you call if you are TOW 
BOAT?  Barry Orem would fish and hope no one will notice your 
buds bringing you GAS.  Barry now has his own personal TOW 
BOAT GAS CAN. 

Certificate of Appreciation went to Executive Committee 
Volunteer, Kathryn Fedele, who was recognized   for her total 
lack of attendance for the year that enabled less discussion and 
expedited meetings. 

A Wheel Trophy Award was presented to Rosemary Stevenson 
for her heroism and accomplished NASCAR driving skills for not 
losing control of her vehicle while pulling the boat when the front 
tire of the truck had a severe blowout at 70 mph.   Good Job, 
Rosemary, however, there was a $ 1000 damage to the truck 
wheel well. 

Members arrive at our Memorial Day Raft out at Big Water by 
car, by power boat, and some by sail and power (or lack thereof).  
Marcus Zollinger, an accomplished sailor, left the sail club only to 
meet gale force winds that ripped his sail. Fortunately, he had 
beer and his side kick Rick Cunningham, King of VSC, who 
assisted in powering the 3.5 hp motor to Big Water for the raftup.  
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Official monthly publication of 
the Lake Hartwell Sail and 
Power Squadron, PO Box 
5184-B, Greenville, SC 29606-
5184.  
 
Items are due on the 20th of the 
month preceding publication. 
Articles should be    e-mailed 
to:  editor@lake-hartwell.org     
or if necessary can be mailed 
to: 300 Bishop Branch Rd., 
Pendleton, SC 29670. 
 
 

The editor reserves the right to 
edit submissions in a style that 
best serves the needs of 
LHS&PS, District 26, and 
United States Power 
Squadrons© 
 
Articles, opinions, and 
advertisements contained 
herein do not necessarily 
reflect any endorsement or 
policy from either the USPS or 
LHS&PS unless so stated. 
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   Editor:              Mary Orem 
   Proofreaders:  Rosemary & Pete  
              Stevenson 
   Distribution:    Bert Baxter 

50th Anniversary T-Shirts 
 

$16.00 
 

 
 
Contact 
Pete Stevenson 
864.855.0504 

With little gas, no GPS, no main sail, no wind, and no nav lights, 
the King of VSC was confident that all would be fine. Afterall, 
they had beer so off into the sunset they motored.   Unfortunately 
Marcus and Rick were not in attendance for their award but the 
story told by the Czar was truly enjoyed by all. 

Thermometer Award- went to 
cruise planner, Bert Baxter, who 
was presented a copy of his own 
book “What I know about Cruising 
Weather” with a delightful cover 
and no knowledge printed inside.  
The consensus is that Bert has no 
clue about cruising weather so he 
was given a color coded 
thermometer to assist him in his 
decision making -Red DON’T 
Cruise - Green DO Cruise Sunny 
70-84 degrees. 

 PFC Award –a life jacket with a pull up head/shoulder strap 
went to Pat Dunston who holds the record for falling overboard 
while docked, falling off the dock, falling off the dock while 
sitting (chair and all), etc.  Congratulations and thank you Pat for 
making those of us who have had that happen to us feel better 
about ourselves. 

Smallest Cruise Award-went to Pete Stevenson who dedicated 
his time and efforts for a July 4th cruise to D. C.    A plan for 16 
boats to make the cruise was set but on the day to make way, only 
two boats form LHSPS and two boats from GCL enjoyed the 
spectacular fireworks over the Nation’s Capital. 

The Black Prop Award, which we all know is given for boating 
mishaps that are not your fault or beyond your control, was 
awarded to Travis Creasy.  A newer member to big boat cruising, 
Travis found his family in the perils of a 26 ft. sinking boat in 
Charleston Harbor with 60ft of water below that had reduced to 
57 ft.  His first command was “Life Jackets Now” and his second 
was “call May-Day”. Help arrived and the boat was saved (with a 
salvage cost of $ 100/ft).  Ask Travis for details on the merits of 
good insurance. 

The Bent Prop Award is meant for someone who knows they 
screwed up, through all fault of their own. This year’s honor went 
to Russ Dunston.  Jim Wilkins was aboard to point out to Russ 
that had he used a good GPS on his boat, the “KaBoom” sound 
and loss of drinks would not have occurred.   Russ would not have 
to report the damaged buoy to USACE or be a “do it yourselfer” 
to try a correct the vibration by pounding out his prop.  After 
several tries, Russ got a professional to put the FUBAR in shape 
for the water.   Russ isn’t talking about costs. 

The Inflatable Award was presented by Bert Baxter to the Czar, 
Ray Fedele, who keeps a watchful eye that his boat not being used 
as a fender.  He has taught many a seaman this, yet felt he could 
push Bert Baxter’s 28 ft., 7000 lb. boat away from his boat and 
with his 170 lb frame and feet. However, he found himself in the 
drink and under the docks when attempting such a maneuver.   
Bert felt the need to present the award because Ray ‘fessing up to 
something he did on his own that would be classified as anything 
less than brilliant would simply not be shared. 

Alas, the close of another year brought tears of joy and laughter.  
As the Czar of “Boating is Fun Let Me Tell You How” said, 
“without participation there can be no awards”. 
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Information to help you boat safely submitted by Amy Baxter 

Safe Boating Weather Tips 

Contact the National Weather Service office nearest you for the following brochures: 
A mariner’s Guide to marine Weather Services & NOAA Weather Radio 

You know the weather... It can be both friend and foe. 
Calm winds and seas make for enjoyable power boating, 
waterskiing, and fishing. A fresh breeze and a light chop 
provide an invigorating sailing or wind surfing experience. 
But the sudden emergence of dark clouds, shifting and 
gusty winds, torrential downpours and lightning can turn a 
day's pleasure into a nightmare of distress. Here are some 
tips on how to keep your pleasure and safety to a 
maximum.  
 
Plan for boating fun... Several days ahead of time start 
listening for the National Weather Service extended 5-day 
outlooks on NOAA Weather Radio, AM/FM radio, and TV. 
The outlooks give general information to help you decide 
whether or not to continue making plans.  
 
Before setting out... Pay close attention to the TV 
weathercast and listen to detailed marine weather 
forecasts on NOAA Weather Radio. Take note of small 
boat cautionary statements, Small Craft Advisories, or 
Gale or Storm Warnings in the forecasts. The Advisories 
and Warnings (see definitions) alert mariners to higher 
winds and waves either occurring now or forecast to occur 
up to 24 hours from now. Advisories and Warnings for 
conditions expected later give mariners time to take action 
to protect life and property.  
 
After setting out... Don't touch that dial! Stay tuned to 
NOAA Weather Radio. You know the weather --it changes! 
The change often occurs out of your sight and may be 
headed your way. Updated warnings and forecasts are 
aired immediately on NOAA Weather Radio, alerting you to 
changes that may require action on your part. But you can 
help yourself... It's up to YOU! 
 
While on the water, stay alert...Check NOAA Weather 
Radio broadcasts for latest warnings and forecasts. Watch 
for signs of approaching storms: 
· Dark threatening clouds which may foretell a squall or 

thunderstorm 
· a steady increase in wind or sea 

· lightning flashes. 
 
An increase in wind opposite in direction to a strong tidal 
current may lead to steep waves capable of broaching a 
boat. 
 
Heavy static on your AM radio may be an indication of 
nearby thunderstorm activity. 

If a thunderstorm is approaching, head for shore if 
possible. Get out of your boat and away from the water. 
Find shelter immediately. 
 
If a thunderstorm catches you while afloat, remember that 
gusty winds and lightning pose a threat to safety. 
· Put on your personal flotation device and prepare for 

rough seas. 
· Stay below deck if possible. 

· Keep away from metal objects that are not grounded to 
the boat's protection system. 

· Don't touch more than one grounded object at one 
time or you will create a shortcut for electrical surges 
passing through the protection system). 

 
Radio Tips... If you have a VHF transceiver with built-in 
NOAA Weather Radio channels, use them. If your VHF 
radio is not equipped with weather channels, you may 
want to buy a VHF weather radio - they're readily available. 
Keep in mind, however, broadcast reception varies with 
the location of you and the transmitter, the quality of the 
radio, and any obstructions. An average range is 20 to 40 
miles. If you venture beyond that range, you should 
consider buying a good quality HF single sideband 
transceiver to add to your VHF. It may be more expensive, 
but it is worth it to be able to get the information that may 
save your life and property. Weather Information 
Broadcasts. 

Definitions to Know: 
 
Small Craft Advisory:  Observed or forecast winds of 18 to 33 
knots - Small Craft Advisories may also be issued for hazardous 
sea conditions or lower wind speeds that may affect small craft 
operations. Issued up to 12 hours ahead of conditions. (There is 
no legal definition of the term "small craft".) 
 
Gale Warning:* Observed or forecast winds of 34 to 47 knots. 
Storm Warning: * Observed or forecast winds of 48 knots or 
greater. 
Tropical Storm Warnings:* Observed or forecast winds of 34 
to 63 knots associated with a tropical storm. 
Hurricane Warning: * Observed or forecast winds of 64 knots 
or higher associated with a hurricane. 
Special Marine Warning: Observed or forecast winds of 34 
knots or more associated with a squall or thunderstorm and 
expected to last for 2 hours or less. 
*lssued up to 24 hours ahead of conditions. 
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Members At Large: 
Barney Barnhill, AP 
Travis Creasy, AP 
Kathryn Fedele, P 

P/R/C Blake Roberts, SN 
Rick Rockwood, AP 

Mac Taylor, AP 
 
 

Auditing Committee 
Lt/C Bert Baxter, AP 

Jim Stewart, AP 
Ted Clement, P 

 
Nominating Committee 

P/C Jef Lockman, P 
P/C Lynn Solesbee, AP 

Ken Kuszmaul, P 
 

Rules Committee 
Ted Sauvain, JN 
David Cross, SN 

Pete Stevenson, AP 
 

Boating Activities  
P/C Ray Fedele, SN 

P/C Lynn Solesbee, AP 
 

Cooperative Charting 
P/C Jef Lockman, P 

  
Liaison, Legislative, & Home 

Land Security Officer 
P/C Barry Orem, P 

 
Meetings & Entertainment 

Russ Dunston, AP 
 

Member Involvement 
Pat Dunston, S 
Dee Wilkins, S 

 
Public Relations Officer 

Position Open  
 

Safety Officers 
Amy Baxter 

Ivy Williamson 
 

Vessel Safety Checks 
 Rick Cunningham, JN 

Commander: 
Mary Orem, S 
(864) 245-0567 

 

Executive Officer:  
Bert Baxter, AP 
(864) 616-6555 

 

Education Officer: 
Chris Rose, SN 
(864) 281-9774 

 

Administrative Officer:         
Jim Wilkins, S 
(864) 297-8989 

 

Secretary: 
Bob Gulbrandsen, S 

(864) 716-0586 
 

Treasurer: 
Pete Stevenson, AP 

(864) 855-0504 
 

Assistant SEO:  
Jef Lockman, P 

 

Assistant Secretary: 
David Cross, SN 

 
Assistant Treasurer: 

Judy Kuszmaul, P 


