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On Saturday evening 10 September, a quorum of 
the membership of the Lake Hartwell Sail & 
Power Squadron met at the Greenville Country 
Club and elected new officers to serve the 
squadron during the year 2010. The newly elected 
officers are: 
 
Commander: Bert Baxter, AP 
Exec. Officer:      Jim Wilkins, S 
Admin Officer:   Travis Creasy, AP 
SEO:           Chris Rose, SN 
Asst SEO:         Jef Lockman AP 
Secretary:             David Cross, SN 
Asst. Secretary: Mary Orem, S 
Treasurer:          Pete Stevenson, AP 
Asst. Treasurer: Ken Kuszmaul, P 
 
Members At Large: P/R/C Blake Roberts, SN 
                                 P/C Barney Barnhill, P 
                                 Rick Rockwood, AP 
      Bob Gulbrandsen, S 
      George Williamson, B 
      Jim Carroll, S 
 
Auditing: P/C Jef Lockman, AP 
Nominating: P/C Mary Orem, S 
Rules:  P/R/C Blake Robers, SN 
 
 

After dinner and elections, we were privileged to 
hear Virgil Hobbs, Project Operations Manager 
for Lake Hartwell talk about current lake levels 
and answer questions about all topics related to 
Lake Hartwell. He also discussed the Corps’ 
operations on the lake including recreation, power 
generation, and shoreline management.  
 
Much information about Lake Hartwell can be 
found by visiting the USACE website at: 

  

www.sas.usace.army.mil/lakes/hartwell 

 

Click on “Lake Levels & Hydrologic Data”. 
 
The 50th anniversary year is winding down 
quickly but there are still events left in which to 
participate. This month offers you the Fall Color 
Cruise, The Awards Banquet, and a Halloween 
cruise to Cemetery Island.   
 
Please know that we will be voting to accept the 
2010 budget being proposed by the budget 
committee at the 23 October Awards Banquet. 
Your attendance is important to reach a quorum. This will be a potluck 
affair so put together your favorite dish and plan to be entertained by our 
very own MC Extraordinaire, P/C Ray Fedele.   You are guaranteed to be 
nautically entertained by his light-hearted stories of the year’s boating 
predicaments and near mishaps. 
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When a member of the calling committee contacts you to confirm 
your attendance, please understand that if you commit to attending 
an event but do not cancel within 24 hours, the squadron may still 
incur expenses for  no-shows. Our attendance at events has been 
low this year and we cannot afford to lose money on a single event. 

Here’s a review of what’s on our calendar: 

Awards Night, October 23rd:  This will be held at the Forrester 
Woods Club House in Mauldin.  This will be pot luck with 
members bringing a dish to share.  A $5.00 fee will be collected at 
the door.  Don’t miss this hilarious event where various members 
are given awards that are not normally considered to be 
complimentary of their boating skills. We will also be voting on the 
2010 Budget Proposal. 

Change of Watch, November 20th:  This will be held at the Galley 
Restaurant at Portman Marina.  We expect to be able to keep the 
cost  at $40.00 or lower.  Come support the installation of the new 
officers for next year.  

District 26 Fall Conference and Change of Watch 
02 — 04 October  
Hosted by the Charleston Power Squadron, Charleston, SC  Details 
published in last month’s Pilot, at the 
D/26 website, and 026º True.  

USPS® D/26 Spring Conference:   
We are the host squadron for the 
District Spring Conference being 
scheduled for 05 –07 Martch. We are still hoping to have a “Take 
Me Out To The Ballpark” theme for the Friday, March 5th gathering 
at Fluor Field to take in a USC/Clemson baseball game.  Saturday 
will consist of a business meeting, and a closing banquet.  The 
spouse activity will be a tea and each participant will receive a 
special home-made item from the Kitchen of Dan & Joanne Ray. 
The anchor hotel will be the Poinsett Hotel downtown. 

As you can see, there’s a lot going on.  
As our theme states:  “Boating is Fun…
We’ll Show Your How!” 

Remaining 
2009 Events 

Contact Lt/C Jim Wilkins  
for further details. 

(864) 297-8989 
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Submitted by P/C Billy Owens, AP 
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The Most Meritorious VE title is bestowed upon the vessel 
examiner who produced the most vessel safety checks during 
the year. Last year’s honoree was Lt/C Bob Gulbrandsen, S 
who is most definitely in the running again this year. His 
closest competitors are Bert Baxter, Charles Heath, and Travis 
Creasy.  
 
The only way to find out who will come out on top will be to 
attend the 23 October awards banquet at the Forrester Woods 
Country Club. A member of the calling committee should be 
calling you soon to confirm your attendance. Please say yes 
and plan to join us for this and other special tributes that will 
be bestowed upon unsuspecting squadron members. 
 
Submitted by Rick Cunningham, JN —  2009 VSC Chair 

Tailgating 

Hanging Out 

Boats 

Corn 

Cooking Out 
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Last month’s education article 
provided you with a listing of the 
courses available this fall.*  
Members can now ���������	�
�
���

�� from USPS® for taking 
and successfully completing 
course examinations before 30 
June. You will be automatically 
entered in the drawing.   

 
If you are interested in taking any of the courses, please contact 
Chris Rose as soon as possible to have course materials ordered and 
classes scheduled. 

Boating 
Education 

 
    320 Big Water Road Starr, SC 29684 
    Phone:  864-226-3339       Fax:  864-226-0079 

S  * VHF Hand-held  (3) 

P   * GPS Hand-held 

AP * Navigation Software  (3) 

JN  * Chart Plotter 

Wx Barometer  (3) 

MES Multi-meter  (3) 

EM   * Multi-meter  (3) 
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50th Anniversary  
T-Shirts 
$16.00 

 
Contact 

Pete Stevenson 
864.855.0504 

Just one of the many attractions in this waterfront city, this 
Domino Sugar refinery was shut down by an explosion and 
fire in 2007. The explosion was centered in the mills which 
produce confectioners’ sugar.  
 
This particular plant has a capacity of 6.1 million pounds 
daily and runs five to six days a week. Because the fire was 
localized and quickly contained, sugar for processing was 
unharmed. The plant reopened within days and continues to 
ship finished products from one of its on-site storage areas 
and from several off-site facilities. The refinery’s products 
range from individual-sized packets of sugar to five and ten 
pound bags for supermarkets as well as liquid sugar and 
bulk granulated sugar for candy, food, and drink makers. 
 
Domino sugar is owned by Florida Crystals Corp. and the 
Sugar Cane Growers Cooperative of Florida under the 
parent company American Sugar Refinery Inc. 

Where’s The Burgee? 

Answer:  Baltimore, MD 
Submitted by Laura Bender 
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About a year ago a fatal accident involving a swimmer and 
a jet ski occurred at Broadway Lake, a small lake just south 
of Anderson.  Although the lake property belongs to 
Anderson County, the Friends of Broadway Lake (FBL) 
association “oversees” the lake.  Despite its small size and 
several shallow areas, no restrictions are in effect on 
speed or horse power limits.  
 
After the accident, FBL asked the LHS&PS to conduct a 
class on boat safety which was done together with  
thorough vessel safety inspections.  At that time, the FBL 
requested our help in obtaining 2 buoys to be placed in 
areas which were very hazardous. Despite many calls to 
several organizations, it took the help of Don Funderbunk, 
District Chair for Co-op Charting, to find the US Coast 
Guard in Tybee Light willing to donate 2 old buoys.  It took 
the effort of several people, starting with Jim Wilkins, to get 
the buoys via a District Conference in Florence to 
Greenville and then to Ken Kuszmaul’s shop in Duncan for 
repair and painting. Since these were USGC navigation 
aids they were not exactly the standard hazard signs as 
used on our inland waterways  
 
Thanks to Ken and Judith Kuszmaul the buoys were 
transferred to an almost new condition with the brightest 
orange paint available anywhere.   Early August on a hot 
Sunday afternoon the buoys were handed over to board 
members of the FBL association who were very grateful for 
the help they received at no cost to them. 

Submitted by Huub Bakx, SN 

P/C Ken Kuszmaul, P (center), P/C Barry Orem, P (right), and 
Huub Bakx, SN (left) unload the buoys at Broadway Lake 

Lake Hartwell Sail & Power Squadron donates safety 
buoys to Friends of Broadway Lake. L-R:  John Steely 
(FBL Chairman), Bill Mickie, Cdr. Mary Orem, Sue 
Gambrell, Roy Ivy, P/C Ken Kuszmaul. 
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Information to help you boat safely submitted by Ivy Williamson 

Recreational Boating Communications 

Source:  http://www.uscgboating.org 

Digital Selective Calling (DSC) is a feature of some VHF 
radios that provides, upon activation, a digital distress 
signal. During a distress alert DSC provides identification, 
nature of distress, and an exact position when connected 
to a GPS. It also provides an excellent means of making a 
routine individual call to another DSC equipped boater 
using their 9-digit Maritime Mobile Service Identity (MMSI). 
A valid MMSI can be obtained from the Federal 
Communications Commission, BoatUS, SeaTow and the 
U.S. Power Squadron. The Coast Guard shore network 
also maintains a voice guard on channel 16 VHF and 2182 
kHz. 
 
TESTING YOUR VHF DSC RADIO: Exchange routine 
calls on CH70 with another suitably equipped vessel by 
calling their MMSI. Consult your owners manual. (Please 
note that it is illegal to send a false distress to test your 
radio). 
 
RESPONDNG TO A DISTRESS ALERT: If you receive a 
DSC distress alert, do not answer immediately. Allow a 
USCG station to contact the distress vessel. If no contact 
is heard, call the distress vessel on VHF CH16. Once you 
have made contact, call the USCG on VHF CH16 or by 
any available means and tell them you are relaying a 
distress. Give them the vessel’s position, identification, 
nature of distress, and vessel description. 
 
MARITIME SAFETY INFORMATION (MSI): NAVTEX is 
an international automated medium frequency (518 kHz) 
direct-printing service for delivery of navigational and 
meteorological warnings and forecasts, as well as urgent 
marine safety information to ships. It was developed to 
provide a low-cost, simple, and automated means of 
receiving this information within approximately 200 nautical 
miles of shore. The U.S. Coast Guard operates NAVTEX 
stations in the U.S. There are no user fees associated with 
receiving NAVTEX broadcasts. A NAVTEX receiver 
provides important information and is a useful radio to 
have on your boat. 
 
NOAA weather radio network provides voice broadcasts of 
local and coastal marine forecasts on a continuous cycle. 
 
SATELLITE EPIRB’S: The most useful system for 
automated distress alerts is the 406 MHz Electronic 
Position Indicating Radio Beacon (EPIRB). It provides 
rapid alerting, identification (if properly registered), and 
accurate location to search and rescue authorities. The 
EPIRB has a built in homing beacon on 121.5 MHz. USCG 
aircraft have the ability to home on this signal. This is an 
important safety device and can be purchased or rented. 

 CELLULAR PHONES ARE NOT RECOMMENDED: 
Cellular phones generally cannot provide ship-to-ship 
safety communications or communications with rescue 
vessels.  If you make a distress call on a cellular phone 
only the one party you call will be able to hear you and 
none of the boats in your immediate vicinity will know you 
are in trouble. Locating a cellular caller is hard to do.  If 
you don't know precisely where you are, the Coast Guard 
will have difficulty finding your location on the water. Use 
your DSC VHF radio. 
 
EMERGENCY DSC DISTRESS PROCEDURES: Always 
follow your radio manufacturer’s recommendations. 
 
Have all persons put on life jackets.  If you have an EPIRB, 
turn it on.  
 
1. Make sure radio is on 
2. Life plastic cover and press distress button for 5 

seconds and release 
3. Once call is answered, verify radio is set on channel 

16 
4. If call is not answered, change to channel 16 
5. Press microphone transmit button and clarly say 

MAYDAY, MAYDAY, MAYDAY 
6. Give your: 

· VESSEL NAME AND DESCRIPTION 

· POSITION AND/OR LOCATION 

· NATURE OF EMERGENCY 

· NUMBER OF PEOPLE ON BOARD 
 
Release the transmit button and wait for 10 seconds. If no 
response, repeat “MAYDAY” call. Once the call is 
answered TO NOT change from channel 16 unless 
instructed to do so. If contact is lost, call again on Channel 
16. 
 
*Intentional hoax calls are an offense subject to 
prosecution.  
 
Make certain your DSC radio is connected to your GPS to 
automatically give your position. 
 
Use only an MMSI obtained from an officially authorized 
source.  
 
Learn how to use your VHF DSC radio. Your USCG 
Auxiliary can show you how. http://www.cgaux.org/ 
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Summary of Executive Committee Meeting 
17 September 2009 

Submitted by: Lt/C Bob Gulbrandsen, Secretary 

Called  to order by Cdr Orem at 1825 
 
Commander: : Cdr. Orem announced the The Labor Day Cruise 
had 26 members in attendance. District 26 fall meeting is the next 
District event on the calendar; it will take place in Charleston SC. 
 
 Education: Chris Rose reported that we are trying to set up an ABC 
course for November at the Lutheran Church. Chris will contact 
Lynn Solesbee as to preferred days of the week. At present we have 
four students interested in taking the course. 
 
 Administration:  Jim Wilkins reported that we still do not have a  
Members Directory for 2009 at this time due to efforts of confirming 
non-renewals of the members. Jim Wilkins will try and have a 
completed member list as soon as possible for the Directory. The 
squadron Christmas party is being planned for 05 December. Plans 
for the D-26 spring meeting are still being worked out for a venue 
 
Executive: Bert Baxter reported that boats have signed up for the 
fall cruise. The squadron has no VSC’s planned for the remainder of 
this year. Co-op Charting  Chair is getting people together for an 
October charting event. 
 
Secretary: Bert Baxter reported our post office box was not renewed 
so we no longer have a post office box. Blake Roberts motioned that 
we renew our Laurens Road PO box for squadron mailings. Jim 
Wilkins seconded the motion and the committee unanimously carried 
the motion.   
 
Treasurer : Pete Stevenson submitted a report that included the 
finances for Aug. 
 
New Business : Cdr. Orem will appoint a budget committee. 
Old Business : None 
Meeting Adjourned at 1905 – Next meeting 05 October  
Augusta Road Branch of the Greenville County Library at 1830 hrs.  

Official monthly publication of 
the Lake Hartwell Sail and 
Power Squadron, PO Box 
5184-B, Greenville, SC 29606-
5184.  
 
Items are due on the 20th of the 
month preceding publication. 
Articles should be    e-mailed 
to:  editor@lake-hartwell.org     
or if necessary can be mailed 
to: 300 Bishop Branch Rd., 
Pendleton, SC 29670. 
 
 

The editor reserves the right to 
edit submissions in a style that 
best serves the needs of 
LHS&PS, District 26, and 
United States Power 
Squadrons© 
 
Articles, opinions, and 
advertisements contained 
herein do not necessarily 
reflect any endorsement or 
policy from either the USPS or 
LHS&PS unless so stated. 
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Available from the Ship’s Store 

Pete Stevenson, AP 
864.855.0504 

pete@marinesureysinc.com 
and at the upcoming  

Awards Banquet 
23 October�
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Front 
Squadron Logo upper 
left; “1959-2009 50th 
Anniversary” circles 

the logo. 
(see pg. 4) 

 
Back 

 
CREW 
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The annual squadron rite of passage each year is the Change 
of Watch (COW) where we thank the outgoing bridge and 
committees for their efforts to lead the squadron during the 
past year and welcome the 2010 squadron bridge and 
committee members. While seemingly steeped in ceremony, 
don’t worry about the pomp and circumstance. When a 
member of the calling committee contacts you, say yes and 
come just to enjoy the fellowship of your fellow squadron 
members.  
 
Place:  The Galley Restaurant 
Time:  1800 Social Hour, 1900 Dinner 
Date:   20 November 2009�
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Members At Large: 
Barney Barnhill, AP 
Travis Creasy, AP 
Kathryn Fedele, P 

P/R/C Blake Roberts, SN 
Rick Rockwood, AP 

Mac Taylor, AP 
 
 

Auditing Committee 
Lt/C Bert Baxter, AP 

Jim Stewart, AP 
Ted Clement, P 

 
Nominating Committee 

P/C Jef Lockman, P 
P/C Lynn Solesbee, AP 

Ken Kuszmaul, P 
 

Rules Committee 
Ted Sauvain, JN 
David Cross, SN 

Pete Stevenson, AP 
 

Boating Activities  
P/C Ray Fedele, SN 

P/C Lynn Solesbee, AP 
 

Cooperative Charting 
P/C Jef Lockman, P 

  
Liaison, Legislative, & Home 

Land Security Officer 
P/C Barry Orem, P 

 
Meetings & Entertainment 

Russ Dunston, AP 
 

Member Involvement 
Pat Dunston 
Dee Wilkins 

 
Public Relations Officer 

Position Open  
 

Safety Officers 
Amy Baxter 

Ivy Williamson 
 

Vessel Safety Checks 
 Rick Cunningham, JN 

Commander: 
Mary Orem, S 
(864) 245-0567 

 

Executive Officer:  
Bert Baxter, P 
(864) 616-6555 

 

Education Officer: 
Chris Rose, SN 
(864) 281-9774 

 

Administrative Officer:         
Jim Wilkins, S 
(864) 297-8989 

 

Secretary: 
Bob Gulbrandsen, S 

(864) 716-0586 
 

Treasurer: 
Pete Stevenson, AP 

(864) 855-0504 
 

Assistant SEO:  
Jef Lockman, P 

 

Assistant Secretary: 
David Cross, SN 

 
Assistant Treasurer: 

Judy Kuszmaul, P 


